WFREA

Wisconsin Forest Resources
Education Alliance

Inside
the Fold:

e |n the
Works

« 2007
Financial
Review

* 2008
Supporters

Quarterly Report

March ‘08

Final Report 2007

Attracting and Serving New Audiences

Awareness, knowledge, and good inten-
tion are antidotes to the problems we
face in sustainable forestry. These potent
cures are not developed with technology
and innovation, but with empathy and
communication. The antidotes are not
easy to administer. They require both
collaboration and dedicated investment.

This sacrifice is always the hardest to
make—putting time and money into
communication and education doesn’t
show the immediate benefit that other
investments (e.g., habitat conservation)
show. Yet, we all understand that prob-
lems cannot be fixed by simply treating
symptoms.

The forestry community is familiar with
the symptoms — parcelization, invasives,
wildfires, mill closures, etc. And we can,
will, and should continue to invest
money in treating them with eradication
programs, fire suppression, wood utiliza-
tion research, etc. But, we should not
pretend that these actions are solving the
problems. Because they are simply not
treating the cause.

The cause is a social one. It has devel-
oped from a general lack of awareness
and understanding of our individual
roles in sustaining the health and pro-
ductivity of forest resources. It is fur-
thered by disinterest and misinforma-
tion.

Systemic and sustainable solutions to
forestry issues will only occur through
education. They will arise from attract-
ing disinterested and misinformed audi-
ences, understanding their point of
view, and serving their needs. They will
bare fruit as we provide intriguing and
meaningful learning experiences to the
‘never-before’ audiences.

To do this, the forestry community will
need to work together. We will need to
define the situation, develop a shared
vision, and fully utilize our assets to at-
tract and serve the growing and diverse
population of forest users. This will re-
quire collaboration amongst all of the
programs that are educating children,
teachers, landowners, and consumers.

As many of us know through experi-
ence, collaboration is not easy. To be
successful, it requires shared vision, mu-
tual respect, trust, a feeling of self bene-
fit, shared influence, and open and fre-
guent communication.

Knowing the forestry community in
Wisconsin, this would seem easily
within our grasp. We have a history of
collaboration, proven programs, and
strong leaders. And, we are all working
toward the same goal. By matching as-
sets and minimizing egos, we have a
great opportunity to bring the next gen-
eration of forest stewards into the fold.

The Wisconsin Forest Resources Education Alliance (WFREA) is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization dedicated to promoting education
about sustainable forestry to Wisconsin residents and resource users. All donations are tax deductible.
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